STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Dr. Sandeep Kumar Gupta, 1778,

Sector 14, Hisar.






      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o District Social Security Officer,

Bathinda.







    -------------Respondent.

CC No. 2562 of 2012

ORDER



Information stands furnished to the satisfaction of the complainant.  The only issue, which is to be decided is  whether it is a fit case for imposition of penalty on the respondent-PIO-Smt. Sukhcharan Kaur.

2.

I have heard the parties.  It appears that the complainant had applied on 10.10.2011 to the Deputy Commissioner, Bhatinda, which in turn transferred the request for information to the District Social Security Officer, Bhatinda, who in turn, however, transferred the request to the Child Development Project Officer, Talwandi Sabo.  The plea of the PIO-CDPO is that she had joined duty on this post on 26.7.2012 and information was provided soon thereafter.  Her plea is that there was no intentional or willful delay and she acted promptly after joining the duty at her present post.

3.

The delay, it seems occurred at various levels.  The information-seeker had addressed the queries to the PIO/Deputy Commissioner, Bhatinda.  It seems that the information being sought touched more than one public authorities.  Only a part of the information related to the present CDPO, who, in any case, had joined the present office on 26.7.2012.  It would be very harsh to impose penalty on her, when the delay occurred in the offices of different public authorities i.e. Deputy Commissioner, Bhatinda and District Social Security Officer, Bhatinda.  It would, therefore, be a fit case to caution all the concerned including the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Bhatinda and District Social Security Officer, Bhatinda to be careful in transferring the requests for information to other public authorities within the time limit stipulated in the Right to Information Act, 2005.  Proceedings in the present case are closed.






           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     






Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

Cc

The Deputy Commissioner, Bhatinda.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Sardavinder Goyal, Advocate,

#397, 2nd Floor, Sector 9, Panchkula.



      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Registrar, Chandigarh University,

Village Gharuan, Distt. Ajitgarh.




    -------------Respondent.

CC No.  2967  of 2012

ORDER



The complainant had sought information from the respondent vide an RTI application dated 8.8.2012, which was denied.  The plea of the respondent is that it is not a public authority within the meaning of Section 2(h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005.
2.

I have heard the parties and gone through the record. The assertion of the respondent is that public authority means any authority or institution of self-government and that self-government is clarified in the Constitution of India in Article 40. The village panchayats and municipalities have been empowered with the power of self government.  

3.

The plea of the respondent is erroneous. The Punjab Legislature vide Act No.7 of 2012 called “The Chandigarh University Act, 2012” enacted a law “to establish and incorporate a University in the State of Punjab to be known as Chandigarh University”.  Thus, the respondent-university was established and constituted by an Act of the State Legislature.
5.

A University is certainly an authority. It has the legal powers to enroll students to academic classes, conduct examinations and award degrees which are recognized throughout the country for various purposes including employment in Government.  Therefore, a university is an authority within the meaning of word in Section 2(h) of the RTI Act.  In any case, the university is a ‘body’.  It is an organisation or an establishment or an institution.  
6.

Therefore, I reject the plea of the respondent that it is not a public authority and direct it to appoint a Public Information Officer and furnish information in accordance with the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005 within a period of one month from this order.  With this direction, the case is closed.





           




( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
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STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Inderjit Singh Rai, Village Satowali,

P.O. Adampur, District Jalandhar.




      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the District Social Security Officer,

Jalandhar.







    -------------Respondent.

CC No. 2409 of 2012

Present:-
Shri Inderjit Singh Rai complainant in person

None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



A fax message has been received from the District Social Security Officer, Jalandhar stating that the Punjab Government has declared a holiday today and,  therefore, the case may be adjourned.  The complainant submits that so far deficiencies in the information have not been removed and a copy of the inquiry report has still not been furnished.  Shri Satish, District Social Security Officer, Jalandhar who was called upon to show cause under Section 20 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 as to why penalty should not been imposed on him for non-furnishing the complete information within the statutory period has not filed any written reply or explanation.

2.

However, in view of the request for adjournment by the respondent, the case is adjourned to 3.1.2012.  In the meantime, the respondent shall file his written reply as to why penalty should not be imposed on him and may also avail the opportunity of personal hearing on the next date.

3.

To come up on 3.1.2012 at 11.00 A.M.





           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Dr. Raj Rani w/o Dr. Harminder Singh,

Kothi No.2, Civil Hospital, Residential Complex,

SBS Nagar.






      -------------Appellant

Vs.

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,

Department of Health and Family Welfare, Chandigarh.



FAA- the Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,

Department of Health and Family Welfare, Chandigarh.  
   -------------Respondents.

AC No. 1079 of  2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the appellant.



Shri Rahul Jain, Senior Assistant on behalf of the respondent-department.

ORDER


The representative of the respondent-PIO submits a photocopy of its memo No.6288 dated 5.12.2012 addressed to Dr. Raj Rani, whereby complete information is said to have been given to the appellant, who, however, is absent today without intimation.  To enable her to confirm that she is satisfied with the information, the case is adjourned to 21.12.2012. Smt. Amarjit Kaur, Superintendent (Health-II Branch), who is the PIO may also in the meantime file her explanation for the delay in furnishing of the information.
2.

To come up on 21.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.





           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

S. Surinder (PDC Retd.), 44 Golden Enclave,

Ferozepur City.






      -------------Appellant








Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Managing Director, PUNSUP, SCO 46-40,

Sector 34-A, Chandigarh.

FAA- o/o the Managing Director, PUNSUP, SCO 46-40,

Sector 34-A, Chandigarh.




      -------------Respondents.

AC No.  832  of  2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the appellant.



Shri V.K. Goyal, APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



On the last date of hearing, the appellant was absent and the respondent had submitted that information has been furnished and that there is no merit in the present appeal case.  The case was, however, adjourned to 14.12.2012 to enable the appellant to file his rejoinder/objection, if any. However, the appellant is again absent today and  he has not sent any written reply or filed any rejoinder/objections.

2.

Since a news item has appeared in the press that the Punjab Government has declared a holiday, it would be appropriate to adjourn the case. Hence, the case is adjourned to 19.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.
3.

On the request of the respondent, his presence on that date is exempted.






           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rajesh Kumar s/o Shri Harbilas, 

#3391, Sector 15-D, Chandigarh-160015.


      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Director, Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes

Welfare, Punjab, SCO No.128-129, Sector 34-A,

Chandigarh.







    -------------Respondent.

CC No.  1808 of 2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.
Shri Karamjit Singh Brar, Superintendent-cum-APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits that complete information has been furnished to the complainant and that he has no grouse against the respondent.  The complainant is absent without intimation.  Since, a news-item has appeared in press that Punjab Government has declared a public authority today, it is possible that the complainant may not have appeared today after seeing the news paper report.  It would, therefore, be appropriate to adjourn the case, as a last opportunity to the complainant to file his objections/rejoinder, if any, to the stand taken by the respondent that complete information has been furnished to him.

2.

To come up on 21.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.
3.

On the request of the respondent, his appearance on 21.12.2012 is exempted.





           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Dharam Vir s/o Shri Amrit Rai,

National Consumer Protection Awareness Forum, Punjab,

646-A, Sector 4, New Marg Gurdwara, Mundi Kharar,

District Ajitgarh.






      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Director of Welfare of SCs and BCs, Punjab,

Sector 34, Chandigarh.





    -------------Respondent.

CC No. 2453 of 2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.


Shri Karamjit Singh Brar, APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits that deficiency pertaining to information at Sr. No.3 of the queries have been removed whereas information pertaining to query at Sr. No.4 is being sent today.  The case is, therefore, adjourned to 21.12.2012 to enable the complainant to confirm that he has received the information to his satisfaction.

2.

To come up on 21.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.





           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
                        





   
          


Punjab

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Dharamvir, NCRAF-646-A,

Sector 4, Mundi Kharar.





      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Director Social Welfare, Punjab, 

SCO Nos. 128-129, Sector 34, Chandigarh.


    -------------Respondent.

CC No. 2892  of 2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.


Shri Karamjit Singh Brar, APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER



The respondent submits that deficiencies in the information stand removed vide respondent’s letter No.20744 dated 5.12.2012 vide which balance information has been furnished to the complainant, who, however, is absent today without intimation.

2.

A news item has appeared in the press that Punjab Government has declared a public holiday today and it is possible that complainant may not have turned up after seeing news item.  Therefore, it is considered appropriate to adjourn the case to 21.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M. so as to afford an opportunity to the complainant to file his objection/rejoinder, if any, to the stand of the respondent that complete information stands furnished.

3.

On the request of the respondent, his appearance on 21.12.2012 is exempted.






           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
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STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rajesh Kumar s/o Shri Harbilas, 

#3391, Sector 15-D, Chandigarh-160015.


      -------------Complainant.





Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Director, Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes

Welfare, Punjab, SCO No.128-129, Sector 34-A,

Chandigarh.







    -------------Respondent.

CC No.  1809 of 2012

Present:-
None on behalf of the complainant.

Shri Karamjit Singh Brar, Superintendent-cum-APIO on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


The respondent submits that complete information has been furnished to the complainant and that he has no grouse against the respondent.  The complainant is absent without intimation.  Since, a news-item has appeared in press that Punjab Government has declared a public authority today, it is possible that the complainant may not have appeared today after seeing the news paper report.  It would, therefore, be appropriate to adjourn the case, as a last opportunity to the complainant to file his objections/rejoinder, if any, to the stand taken by the respondent that complete information has been furnished to him.

2.

To come up on 21.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.
3.

On the request of the respondent, his appearance on 21.12.2012 is exempted.






           



( R.I. Singh)



December 14, 2012     




Chief Information Commissioner
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